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before, the treatment of those concerned in the poi-
soned arrow, or pop-gun plot. What an handle
had ministers made of this report, even though
they must, from the first moment, have been sensi-
ble of its futility. What an impression had they not,
by that means, endeavoured to circulate through the
country. But what had been the treatment of the
unfortunate men against whom the charge was
brought? They had been confined in prison for a
number of months^ and were at last dismissed upon
bail, without being brought to trial, blasted in their
characters, and bankrupt in their fortunes. Such a
mode of procedure argued a total want of feeling
and of principle in those who could sanction it by
their authority. Mr. Sheridan appealed to gentle-
men whether they had that satisfactory and consci-
entious evidence of the grounds upon which minis-
ters had brought forward their measures, which
could justify them in dispensing* with an inquiry,
and enable them to say that they had fully done their
duty to their constituents. Was it possible that the
house could be satisfied with the miserable proofs ad-
duced by the noble lord ? With the utmost dili-
gence and industry had the noble lord been looking
for plots, but he could find none. Would the house
decide on the most important subject ever offered to
their consideration, upon vile scraps, collected by
rummaging every old book-shop, and turning up.the
dirt of every filthy stall in London ? Good God
Almighty ! in what place was it that he spoke ? To
whom did he address himself? How would-the
members of that house face their constituents, after
sacrificing every thing held valuable by their ances-
tors, if they should agree to make that sacrifice
without all the information,and all the proofs which
the nature of the case would admit? What might
convince them, might not have the same effect upon
others* They should consider that they were all of
them the servants of the people of England. They
voted and acted in that house not in tbeii% individual